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NORRIS-PRESTON COTTAGE  HABS No. VA-1075" VA, .
2-CHAR
Location: . 611 Preston Place

Charlottesville, Virginia 22901

Present Owner: Bernard M. Caperton

Present Status: Private residence

Present Condition; Excellent

Statement of Significance: This small vernacular house is one of the few
16th certury beoard and tatten houses remaining
in Charlottesville, It appears to have teena
two-family dwelling of ¢, 1840, situated on the
site of a farm on the outskirtis of the {town.
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General Description

The -origin of fhe Norris - Preston Cottage is unclear due to the
lack of deed references.specifically mentioning the structure, However,
deeds concerning the tract of land on which the house stood trace the
ownership of the property in 1814 to John Nicholas, Clerk of the Altemarle
County Court. ©Nicholas tought two parcels of land equaling 440 acres on
October 14, 1814, protably as a land speculation scheme. On the same
day he sold the acreage for $5,000.00 to John Kelly who three years later
enlarged the tract by purchasing an adjoining 70 acres, Kelly, a Char-
lottesville merchant who lived on Park Street apparently operated a fam
on the property, evidenced by the sale of farm stock and equipment after
his death in 1830, An inventory of the goods sold on November 17, 1830
included slaves, oxen, cows, pigs and "plantation tools".(Appendix B)

He bequeathed to his daughter, Cynthia T. (Mrs, Opie) Norris "my farm
lying above Charlottesville contal rng four hundred and seventnyive acres,

1 However, there is no

be it more or less, with all its appertenances,”
mention of any existing structures,

Traditlon has it that Kelly may nave constructed the house for his
slaves or terant farmers, nevertheless, evidence of circular sawmarks in
structu:al members dates the cottage to c. 1840 at the earliest, .Kelly's
farm inciuded the ridge east of the present site ofthe Umiversity of ¥ir-
ginla, Apparently Jefferson had been interested in acquiring the ridge as

~the most sultable site for his Central College. ¥Kelly, however, according.

to a letter written by George Randolph, an agent who assisted Jefferson in

the negotiations, refused to sell, as he was a fedsmalist. Kelly reputedly
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@ .. it ne would ses fir, Jefferson "at the devil befors he should have it
.'at iny price."2 |
It 1s more likely tﬁat the Norris family may have built the house
as temant farmer or slave housing, as they are known to have lived on
Court Square in the city. In 1838 tax records show that $500.00 in building
imprpvements were made to the farm, perhaps slignaling the construction of all
or part of the two-family dwelling.
" The Norris famlly owned the property until 1854 when it was broken
up and 102% acres containing the house site was sold to William T, McCarty
for $5,067,50, Uithin three years Sally McCoy bought the preperty for
$6,300.00, in turn selling the entire tract for $12,000.00 in 1863 to Thomas
and Anna Preston., Tax records aid in explaining this increase in value as
they indicate major construction activiiy, protably the large frame house
within thixrty feet of the cottage in 185?.3 The Prestons naned thelr home
“ﬂyndhurst“ and while no documentation has been fourd, traditiorally the
cottage has beenthought to have Deen slave quarters and/or a kitchen for the
estate because of its proximity to the main house., The smaller buildling has
teen desigmated as a "cottage" only to distinguish it from the Preston
House‘next door,
In 1890 the Prestons sold all but elaven acres of their land to the
Charlottesville Land Company, for $11,000.00 for sub-division purposes.
. The area had become known as Preston Helghts and the withheld land became
_the Preston Reservation on the plat‘of the sub—diVision.u Anna Preston’s
. heir, Amra P. Lockwood fimmlly sold the estate and its buildings ia 1919 to
.'::.the Preston Place Corporation, which resulted in the sub-division of the

: ‘ remaining eleven acres, The cottage, situated on the lot designated #23,
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. was sold to Albert S. Bolling, part-ovwner of the corporation on April 12,
1920, He also a.cquir‘ed the other three lots in the center of the estate,
including the "old Preston Mansion known as ”.-.f},rnd_hurst'".5 Dr, and Mrs.
Dumas Malone rented the.sma.ll house from the Bollings from 192528 when
he was a graduate student at the Unlversity of Virginia, Dr. Malone re-
calls the house as very simple with a bethroom and kitchen addition on the
rear, At the time of his residence in the house the only access to the
secbnd floor rooms was by the exterior siairway on the front porch. F‘i‘om
1927 to the present the house has had several owners with Agnes Symmers
living in the house nearly thirty years from 1935-1962, The most recent
owner acquired the propérty in 1967 and has iaken an active interest in

preserving the original fabric of the structure and discovering its long

. history,

FOOTNOTES

1. Albemarle County Courthouse, Will Book 10, p. 133,

2., Letter to Professor Cabell from George W. Ra.ndolPh, February 2'_7, 1856,
Manuscripis Department, University of Virginia Library, Accession No.

111, Box No. 43.

8- -

Unpublished Historic landmarks Survey, Charlottesville, VA.
L, City of Charlottesville, Virginia, Deed Book M, p. 478,

§. Ibid,, Deed Book 35, p. 305.
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CHAIN OF TITLE

The following 1s’the chain of title to the property on which the
Norris-Preston Cottage was built, and for the structure as well
following its construction c. 1840, Deed and will records can be
found at the Records Office at the Albemaxrle County Courthouse and
the Charlottesville District Courthouse, BRach record is referenced
by elther County Deed Book (ACDB), City Deed Book (DB) oxr Will Book
(WB) followed, by the volume number and page.

1814, October 14, ACDB 19-142

Grantor: Alexander Carrett and Evelinn

Grantee: John HNicholas

Amount : $4,000.00 ' -
Acreage: 331 acres

"eeo it being the land (in part) that the said Alexander Garrett
purchased from John Carr, William G. CGarner and Cornelius Schenk.,.
on the 13th day of Janwary 1808..." .

_ . 1814, October 14, ACDB 19~144

Grantor: John H, Craven and Elizabeth
Grantee: John Micholas

Amount : $300.00

Acreage: 109 acres

", ..above town of Charlottesville on south side of road rumning from
Charlottesville to Jarman's ¢or Brown's Gap...purcrased from Brown
Rives and Co., William G. Garner and William W, Hening."

1814, October 14, ACDB 19-145

Grantor: John Nicholas and Loulsa H. Nicholas
Grantee; John Kelly

Amount 1 $5,000.00
Acreage: 440 acres

"lands...near town of Charlottesville..."
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Chain of Title cont,.

@ 1527, september 1, ACDB 20-426

Grantor: John Alphin
Grantee: John Kelly -
Amount : $1,470.00 o
Acreage: 70 acres

", ..a certain tract or parcel ¢f land lying and being in the County
of Albemarle on the water of Mezadow Creek,..”

1830, August 26, WB 10-133

John Kelly
to
Cynthia T. Kelly

"I also give to my daughter Cynthia T, Norris, my farm lying above
Charlottesville containing fowr hundred and seventy-five acres...

with all its appertenances to her.”

1839, April 1, YB 13-276

. Opie Norris
to

T. Norris
"] give to my beloved wife T. Norris...all my Estate toth real and

personal..."

1854, January 6, ACDB 52-228

Grantor: Ann Evelina Nerris and others
Grantee: William T, McCarty

Amount : $5,067.50

Acreage: 1024 acres

", ..the said piece or parcel of land lying and bteing in the County of
Albemarle, and being a part of the tract of the estate of Ople Nerrls,

deec'd,.."

1857, June 26, ACDB 56-214

Grantor: William T, McCarty, trustee and Mary E. Terrell
. Grantee: Sally Ann McCoy
. Amount : $6,300.00
Acreage: 102% acres

", .. lard formerly belonged to heirs of Opie Norris.®
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. 1863, January 3, ACDB 61-156

Grantor: Sally McCoy, Herry P.R. McCoy and Caroline Elizabeth McCoy
Grantee: Thomas L. Preston ard Anna M. Preston

Amount $121000.OO

Acreage: 102% acres

",..311 that tract of lard lying North of the Universlity of Virginia...
formerly belonged to the estate of Opie Massie (Norris), dec'd”

1903, WB 32<95

- Anma M, Prestion
- to
Anpa P, Lockwood

".vvy an undivided half interest in my home place on “Preston Heights”
in Albemarle County, Virginia and commorly known in the family as
"Wyndhurst' ard containing as is supposed about eleven acres more or

less,"

. 1919, September 12, DB 34-28

Grantor: Anm P.Lockwood and George R. Lockwood
Grantee: Preston Place Corperation

Amount ; $37,500.,00
Acreage: 11 acres

", ..2l1l of that certain tract or parcel of land situated in the city
of Charlottesville, Virginia...whereon Anrma I{, Preston resided at the
time of her death, near the Undversity of Virginia,..."

1919, November 20, DB 34478

Plat’ of Preston Place Corporation lots, showing numbers and location
of each lot,

1920, April 20, DB 35305

Grantor: ZFreston Place Corpeoration
Grantee: Albert S, Bolling

Amount ; $4, 500,00

Lots : 23 and 26
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. 1927, October 1, DB 58-358

Grantor: Albert S. Bolling and Sue D, Belling and Bartlett Bolllng, Jr. -
Grantee: John S. Battle ard John S. White ’

Amount : $5.00
Lots : 23, 24, ard the northern 10 feet of Lots 25 and 26

1928, Felruary 10, DB 59-485

Grantor: Jobhn S. Battle and John S. White, Trustees
Grantee: Jane ¥. B, Hildreth

Amount : $22,500.00 .
- Lote ¢+ 23, 24, amd the northern 10 feet of lots 25 am 26

1929, January 9, DB 70-62

Granter: Jane N. B. Hildreth
Grantee: Sara H, Fletcher
Lot i Part of Lot #23

".s.certain lot or parcel of land, with the improvements thereon,
fronting 70’ on Winehurst Circle on the East..."

1935, June 20, DB 86~87

Grantor: Sara H. Fletcher ard iarshall P, Fletcher
Grantee: Agnes L. Symmers
Amount : $6,000.00

"...5aid lot of lard comprises parts cof two certain lots...comveyed
to...8ara H. Fletcher...frem Mrs. Jane N, B. Hildreth."

1962, July 10, DB 233-305
Grantor: Agnes L. Symmers
Grantee: Maury Tice Flowers
Amount : $8,200.00

1962, Betober 1, DB 236-44

Grantor: Maury Tice Flowers and W.H, Flowers
Grantee: Russell Dexter
Amount : $7,000.00
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. 1963, August 30, DB 2U44-368

Crantor: Russell Dexter
Grantee: Nancy Eves Scanleon
Amount : $19, 500,00

1966, June 1, DB 278-378

Grantor: N.E. Scanlon
Grantee: Durive B, Gerard
_Amount : $20, 500.00

1967, August 23, DB 289-277

Grartor: Durive E, Gerard
Grantee: Berpnard M, Caperten
Amount : $20,000.00

Lots 1 .FParts of 23 ard 20

"...98,5' on Preston Place (formerly known as Wyndhurst Circle),..”

Ganeral Description

The Norris-Preston Cottage has had several additions to the origimal
four-room structure, For the purposes of this repvcrt, the following

. description will te primarily concerned with the origimal rectaagular
“structure and porch and dormer additions. The cottage is a timber
frame, beard and tatten, 13 story structure with a gable roof., The
building is 36 feet long by 18 feet wide by 20 feet high., A large
central chimney, with four fireplaces originmally divided the interior
in half, each side having a single room per floor. The front or east
wall is windowless, with two doors giving access to the separate living
~areas, Access to the second floor may have originally been by interlor
ladders or small staircases, Presently an exterior stalrway in the
center of the porch area ard a recent interior stairway provide commun-~
ication between floors.

As a structure on the Norris farm it would appear thati the double

house arrangement was for housing tenant farmers or slaves, It is
possible that the original house may have been one half of the present
building, having been bulilt as a claim house on the farm property.

‘It is protable tlat the porch, exterior stairway and dormers were added
during the time it was owned by the Preston family (1863-1919), Expan-
slons to the rear have been made throughout this century, retaining

the board and batten exterlior sheathing and complimentary metal rcofing.
The present owner has added a kitchen wing to the necrth,

f' . L Stylistically the house is difficult to describe as there is little or

4 .7 <" no sophlsticated architectural features. Simplicity in plan, construc-

. tion materisls ard decoration is the rule in this rural vernacuiar
structure. '




Exterior

Overall Dimensions:

Fourdations

Wall Construction:

Structural System:

“Porches:
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. The house, including the front porch measures 39' 3"

along the north-south axis and 27' 0" along the sast-
west axis. The apex of tne roof measures 20' 0" from
grourd level (on the south) cr from the tcop of the
fourdation.

The origimal coursed stone foundation is exposed on the
north wall, its height being 19" high. Concrete tlocks
16" high serve as the foundation on the west wall and
the porch is supported by a poured concrete tase which
frames the flagstone flooring., The foundation is not

. visible on the east or south wall.

Plain beard arnd batten wall sheathing of varying widths.
On the west, south and the southern half of the east wall
the tattens are of an inconsistent width from 33" ‘o 53"
wide. On the northern half of the =2ast wall and on the
north w2ll they seem to be less worn, and are 23-3" wide,
perhaps indicating a later date, This may be evidence

of two construction dates for the entire house. The
board ardbatten on the porch walls were installed by the
present owner, replacing existing lattice work., (Illustra-
tions 1 and 2) The tase of the walls are ccvered with a
taseboard which varies from 12" on the north wall to &"
on the south wall. Separating the btasevoard from the .
board and tettens on the east ard south walls is an 1"
wide bead moulding. (Photograph 12) The dormer window
walls also have plain teard ard tatten sheathing, How-
ever, the walls of the recessed entry on the second floor
are plain vertical planks., Flat-headed nails are used
throughout the ocard and batten sheathing and the white-
washing on the walls is in falr condition.

The framing is heavy-timber, with the walls being 7" thick
on the filrst floor and 11" think on the second floor. Much
of the frame is not accessible to view, however, throusgh
an opening in the first floor floorboards, the rear sill
and chimney girt can be seen. They are unsquared teams
flattened on the top and measuring 12" wide for the sill
and 9% wide for the girt, A visible corner post in the MW
corner measuras 7" wide and has a rough hewn finish., "It
was photographed when the present cowner built the ada_tion
to the rorth. (Illustrations 3 aac &)

On the east wall is an attached porch whese shed xoof is
continuous with that of the house. It is supported by
wooden logs resting on a concreste foundation surrourding
the zroumd level stone floor., An open, straight stalrway




Exterior cont.

Porches cont.

Chimney:

Openlngs:

Doorwmys and doors:

Windows:

Roof:-
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on posts parallel to the front i1l leads to the secord
floor rooms via a recessed entry the width of the chimney.

"A single csntral brick chimney straddles the ridge of the

roof., It is 6' 6" high by 3' 0" long by 2' 2" wide in
stretcher bord.

There are two main doorways on the east facade, each
gpening intc the center of the interior rooms., The doors
aTe originzl, however, the plain trim on the exterior is
not., They are painted a flat yellow-ochre color. Each is
approxdimately 9" atove the porch floor level, parallel to
the base of the beard and tatten sheathing. The doors are
toard and tatten with three interior tattens with the south-
ern door having a five-light transem wirdow. The northern
door has a medern glass door on the exterior which has not
been recorded in the drawings., The wide door sills appear
to be original as they are quite worn. On the upper floor
in the recessed entry area is a third door, alsc board and
tatten and with plain trim,

Benovation work in 1962 included the installation of all
new windows, toth the plain trim ard sash, The east wall
has no windows presently arnd toth the side and rear walls
have &-over-é double hung sash wirdows, Sometime during
the past the east wall may have had windows as svidenced
by cut areas in the vertical sheathing where windows were
boarded up, They are towards the center of the house from
each front door, The present oWwner built the large doutle
6-over-6 window on the north wall. . (Illustration 6) The
dormer casement windows, twe on the front and one on the
rear roof, have no shutters, as is the case for all the
windows. However, the first flcor windows on the south
and west walls have the metal hinges for shutters.

The gable roof has a 37° angle and is a 17" netal standing
seam roof with prcjecting eaves. The gabled dormers mea-
sure approximately 40° with deep overhanging eaves, OSlop~
inrg standing seams above the lins ef the dormers deflect
rain water. The roof corrnices of both dormers and main
roof feature a2 simple fascia, Bxposed log rafters under
the roofline of the east and west walls are long decora-
tive, as the rafters are squared off farther up under the
roof itself. The roof is palnted a flat yellow-ochre and
there are no gutters on the origiral rcof, d



Inverior

Moor PlanS:

Stalr#ay:

Flooring:

Walls and Ceilings:
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There is no tasement below the simple two-rcom plan of
both the first and sscond floor, The central chimney

with flanking walls protably originmally separated the

two living areas, each with its own entrance,

A two flight siair with an open well is in the NE cor-
ner of the house. It was btuilt during the 1930's accor-
ding to the present owner, to provide easier access to
the secomd floor rocms. It features an open-string stair,
plain talusters and newel post, Painted a dark brown, '
a small cupboard Mas been tuilt into the crawl space
teneath the stair.

The flooring of both stories appears to be original with
pine floor beards ranging from 7" to 12" wide, The ori-
ginal flooring of the southern room on the fisst floor

is not accessible to view., Presently it hes modern hard-
wood flooring with wall-tc-wall carpeting. The underslde
of a board in the northern room shows slizhtly curving ‘
sawmarks, thus giving a date of arcund 1840 as the earl-
iest possible construction date, In the northern room
on the s=zcond floor, a section of the flooring has bteen
cut ard different planks inserted perhaps indicating an
earlier small staircase in the center of the house.

(Plan  drawing) The floors are unpainted and the fire-
place hearths are finished in stone on the first floor
arnd in brick on the second floor.

The imterior walls are painted sheetrock, or vertical
planks in the case of the first floor closet wall and

" the walls above the second floor fireplaces. (Section

drawing) 6" tasetoards appear on rost walls.,and there
is no interior cornice moulding, The color scheme in
all the rooms is white with brown or unpainted trim,

The ceiling of the first floor has exposed 23" x 8"
Joists with additiomal support surrounding the hearth
areas above. (Photograph 13) They appear to have been
cut with a circular saw, The ceilings of the secord
floor rooms are sheetrock,

The four fireplaces have simple trick operings, three

of which are without wooden surrounds, A mcdern mantle-
piece amd surround has been added to the northern second
floor room., There is no apparent tornd patiern to the
chimney brickwork ard all fireplaces ars functiormml. The
northern first floor fireplace ras been partially closed
in with brick and a modern wood burning stove installed,
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Doorways and Docrs: All interior doors are unpaintied board and taiten
.. : with plain trim. The door in the recessed entry and
the rear door to the additions has slightly more ormate
modern architrave trim, :

Interior Trim: A cleoset has been bullt into the noarthern second floor
‘ room, Hodern roof rafters are exposed on the interior
ceiling of the closet, providing no clue of the origiml
roof construction.

Hardware: The original doors of the house have a variety of 19th
century hardware, including door latches and box locks. -
The present owner has installed btolt locks.

Mechanical and
Electrial Equipment: There is a modern hot a2ir heaing system and electrical
cutlets, The original house has never had modern
plumbing installed for a mthroom or kitchen, All such
facllities are located in the rear additions and kitchen
wing.
Site and Surroundings %

Orientation and '
General Setting: The building faces the southeast on Preston Place, for-

. merly Wyndhurst Circle, and is situated on a rectangular
lot. There ic a &' high wooden paling fence on the south |
and part of the west boundary line., The north toundary line
is marked at ground level by a stone wall with a concrete
topping. The north corner of the property is bourded by a
fallen rubble wall wlith 2 metal stake at the corner. The
lot slopes slightly down toward the north, with a drop of
several feet on the opposite side of the stone and rubble
walls, The house is approached by the driveway, the brick
wallomys and natural woed stepping stones noted on the site
plan teing rarsly used except fer access to the zarden which
surrounds -the house, A rectangular rubble foundation to the
north of the house has been made into a sunken garden, Tra-

tion has it that it is the foundation for the Preston estate

icehouse or icepit, although no documentary evidence has been
found to substantiate the claim. The house 28' directly to
the south is the Preston House, "Wyrdhurst", Like the lNorris-
Preston Cottage, it has had many additions, amd it is the '
roofline of the origiml dwelling which has been drawn on the
site plan, .

The neightorhood surrcanding the house was established fol-

lowing the sub-division of the Preston Heservation in 1919,

therefore most of the homes are of a much later date and
chaxacter., Nothing of the origimal landscaping remains, o
g . The present owner has incorporated orienizl garden tcchnigues,
o : wild flower plantings and art work to create a personal and
unique landscape design, very different from the colonial
revival homes and fraternities adjacent to it, The signifi-
cance of the house is its value as a physical representation
of the once rural character of an area now a residential
neighborhood of thes city, ' '
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